List of enemies of the Tibetan Empire

1. Central-Asian City States 500 A.D - 1000 A.D

Talessman at English Wikipedia, CC BY 3.0
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

The Central Asian city-states of the early medieval period represent one of history's
most remarkable examples of commercial and cultural influence achieved without
centralized political power. During the five centuries from 500 to 1000 A.D., a
constellation of independent urban centers flourished across the vast expanse of
Central Asia, creating a network of trade, diplomacy, and cultural exchange that
connected the great empires of China, India, Persia, and the Byzantine world.

Despite their emphasis on commerce and diplomacy, the Central Asian city-states
maintained sophisticated military organizations necessary for survival in a region
constantly threatened by nomadic invasions. The fortification systems discovered at
major Sogdian sites reveal a comprehensive approach to urban defense that combined
massive walls, strategic positioning, and advanced siege technologies.



2. Burmese 500 A.D - 1526 A.D

By Mupper-san - Own work based on: Pyu Realm.png and Myanmar adm location
map.svg, CCo, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=144067695

The millennium-long period from 500 to 1526 A.D. witnessed the rise and evolution of
several distinct political entities in the region that would eventually become modern
Myanmar. This extended timeframe encompasses the flourishing of the Pyu city-states,
the emergence and dominance of the Pagan Kingdom, and the subsequent
fragmentation and reunification that characterized the later medieval period. The
Burmese kingdoms of this era represent a fascinating case study in the development of
Southeast Asian political systems, demonstrating how local traditions adapted to
external influences while maintaining distinctive cultural and political characteristics.



3. Rajput Army 747 A.D - 1303 A.D

Por Knowledge Seeker - I, Knowledge Seeker, took this photograph on December
27, 2002., Dominio publico,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=71394

The Rajput military tradition represents one of the most distinctive and influential
warrior cultures in medieval Indian history. During the period from 747 to 1303 A.D.,
various Rajput dynasties dominated much of northern and western India, establishing
kingdoms that combined fierce military prowess with sophisticated political
organization and rich cultural traditions. The Rajput armies of this era were
characterized by their emphasis on cavalry warfare, personal valor, and a complex
feudal system that bound warriors to their lords through ties of honor and mutual
obligation.

The Rajput military system was characterized by a complex hierarchical structure that
reflected the feudal nature of Rajput society. At the apex stood the maharaja or king,
who served as the supreme military commander and maintained a personal force of
elite warriors. Below the king were various grades of nobles and chiefs, each responsible
for providing a specified number of troops for royal campaigns.



4. Central Asian Turkish 550 A.D - 1330 A.D

Map by Thomas Lessman

The eight-century period from 550 to 1330 A.D. witnessed the rise, expansion, and
transformation of Turkish political power across the vast expanse of Central Asia. This
era encompasses the emergence of the first unified Turkic state, the establishment of
transcontinental empires that stretched from the Pacific to the Mediterranean, and the
gradual conversion of Turkish peoples from traditional Tengrism to Islam. The Turkish
powers of this period fundamentally altered the political, cultural, and religious
landscape of Central Asia while establishing patterns of governance and military
organization that would influence the region for centuries to come.

Throughout this period, Turkish military organization was characterized by several
distinctive features that gave Turkish armies significant advantages over their
opponents. The foundation of Turkish military power was the mounted archer, a
warrior capable of shooting accurately while riding at full gallop and maneuvering with
exceptional skill on the battlefield.



5. Tang Army 618 A.D - 715 A.D
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The Tang Army during the period from 618 to 715 A.D. represents one of the most
formidable and sophisticated military organizations in medieval world history. During
this crucial century of expansion and consolidation, the Tang military system evolved
from the inherited structures of the preceding Sui dynasty into a powerful instrument of
imperial expansion that established Chinese hegemony across vast territories stretching
from Korea to Central Asia. The Tang Army's organizational innovations, tactical
flexibility, and technological sophistication enabled the dynasty to create and maintain
one of the largest empires in human history while defending against numerous external
threats and internal rebellions.

The Tang military system included sophisticated arrangements for frontier defense and
the garrisoning of conquered territories. Frontier commands were established in
strategic locations, each with its own defense army and military governor (jiedushi).
These commands were responsible for defending against external threats while
maintaining control over local populations.



6. Umayyad Arab 661 A.D - 750 A.D.

Gabagool, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via
Wikimedia Commons

The Umayyad Caliphate represents one of the most remarkable political and military
achievements in world history, establishing the first hereditary Islamic dynasty and
creating an empire that, at its zenith, stretched from the Iberian Peninsula to Central
Asia. During its 89-year reign from 661 to 750 A.D., the Umayyad dynasty transformed
the nascent Islamic state from a confederation of Arab tribes into a sophisticated
imperial system that governed approximately 11.1 million square kilometers, making it
one of the largest empires in human history.

The military success of the Umayyad Caliphate was built upon a sophisticated military
organization that combined traditional Arab warfare with innovations borrowed from
conquered civilizations. The Umayyad army was primarily composed of Arab troops,
with Syrian forces forming the elite core of the imperial military. This Syrian army,
known for its discipline and loyalty to the Umayyad dynasty, served as both the
instrument of conquest and the guarantee of dynastic survival.



7. Nan-Chao & Ta-Li 728 A.D - 1382 A.D

The Kingdom of Nanzhao
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The kingdoms of Nan-Chao and its successor state Ta-Li represent one of the most
enduring and influential political entities in the history of Southwest China and
mainland Southeast Asia. For over six centuries, these kingdoms maintained
independence in the mountainous region of modern Yunnan Province, creating a
unique synthesis of Chinese, Tibetan, and Southeast Asian cultural and political
traditions while serving as a crucial intermediary in regional trade and diplomacy.

The military strength of Nan-Chao was based on its strategic position in mountainous
terrain that provided natural defensive advantages, combined with a warrior culture
that emphasized both cavalry and infantry tactics adapted to local conditions. The
kingdom's armies successfully resisted multiple invasion attempts by Tang Chinese
forces and maintained independence despite pressure from much larger neighboring
empires.



8. Abbasid Arab 747 A.D - 945 A.D.
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The Abbasid Caliphate emerged from the revolutionary movement that overthrew the
Umayyad dynasty in 750 A.D., establishing a new form of Islamic governance that would
dominate the Middle East and Central Asia for nearly two centuries. The Abbasid
revolution represented not merely a change of dynasty but a fundamental
transformation in Islamic political culture, moving the capital from Damascus to the
newly founded city of Baghdad and creating a more inclusive and cosmopolitan form of

Islamic rule.

The Abbasid military organization represented a significant evolution from earlier
Islamic armies, incorporating professional troops from diverse ethnic backgrounds
including Turks, Persians, Arabs, and other groups. This multi-ethnic approach to
military recruitment enhanced the effectiveness of Abbasid forces while creating new
challenges related to the loyalty and integration of different military units.



9. Late Tang & Five Dynasties Chinese 755 A.D -
979 A.D

KHITANS

STATE OF YAN
STATE OF JIN
UIGHURS (SHATUO)

STATE OF Q

TUFAN (TIBETAN)

DA CHANG HE

923 CE

® Wu Wuyue
W oMz esHm
Chu Jingnan
® F. Shu Annam
L. Liang Dynasty

By Ian Kiu - Own work, CC BY 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3048730

The period from 755 to 979 A.D. represents one of the most turbulent and
transformative eras in Chinese history, encompassing the decline of the Tang dynasty
and the political fragmentation of the Five Dynasties period. This era began with the An
Lushan Rebellion (755-763), which fundamentally altered the structure of Chinese
government and military organization, leading to the gradual decentralization of
imperial authority and the rise of regional military governors. The An Lushan
Rebellion marked the end of the early Tang period of expansion and centralized control,
ushering in an era characterized by the dominance of regional military commanders
(jiedushi) who maintained semi-independent control over their territories. This
transformation from centralized imperial administration to regional military autonomy
represented a fundamental shift in Chinese political organization.

The military innovations of this period included the development of new cavalry tactics,
the increased use of crossbows and other projectile weapons, and the early
experimentation with gunpowder weapons. The constant warfare of the period drove
technological innovation while creating new forms of military organization adapted to
the challenges of regional conflict.



10. Sung Chinese 960 A.D - 1279 A.D
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rowanwindwhistler (discusién) - China - Song Dynasty-en.svg, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=41885893

The Song dynasty represents one of the most remarkable periods in Chinese and world
history, characterized by unprecedented economic growth, technological innovation,
and cultural achievement. Established in 960 A.D. by Emperor Taizu, the Song dynasty
reunified China after the chaos of the Five Dynasties period and created a new form of
imperial government that emphasized civilian administration, technological
development, and commercial expansion. The Song military system represented a
significant departure from earlier Chinese military traditions, emphasizing professional
armies, advanced weapons technology, and sophisticated logistics rather than the
cavalry-based forces that had dominated earlier periods. The Song were among the first
to systematically employ gunpowder weapons, including early cannons, fire lances, and
explosive devices that revolutionized warfare.



11. Hsia-Hsia 982 A.D - 1227 A.D

- Western Xia, the Tangut Kingdom
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By Qiushufang - Derivative from this file, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=84822910

The Western Xia or Hsia-Hsia kingdom represents one of the most fascinating examples
of cultural synthesis and political adaptation in medieval East Asia. Established in 982
A.D. by the Tangut people in the region of modern Ningxia and parts of Gansu, the
kingdom maintained independence for nearly two and a half centuries while creating a
unique civilization that combined Tangut, Chinese, Tibetan, and Central Asian
influences.

The military organization of Western Xia was based on a combination of traditional
nomadic cavalry and Chinese-style infantry forces, enhanced by the adoption of
advanced military technologies including early firearms and sophisticated siege
equipment. The kingdom's strategic position controlling access to the Silk Road
provided both economic resources and military advantages.



